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What is your name and your rank in the Navy?

Frank Dougherty. Fireman First Class. Which was down in the machine room.
The "Black Gang," that's what they called us. Because of the oil and residue, you

become black and dirty down there, away from the light.

Where was your home town?

When | got in the navy Berlin, New Jersey

What was your view on the war before you went into the navy?

| was like any of you young guys, not much older than you. | was just out of high
school, 20 years old, and then the draft came along, which was necessary. The
regular service people can handle it, but when it gets world-wide they need some
help. They did a good job of it with everybody cooperating. My view at that age,
as a kid | didn't know there was any war going on till you woke up on December
7, and heard Pearl Harbor was bombed,, which was never heard of before. You
would only know if you were a real history buff, you would never know where that
was. Then your thoughts would be it was your duty to do what you have to do.
You know our whole navy was blown apart there. When the time came, you were
given a choice depending on physical condition. You couldn't get into the navy if
you were color blind or had defects like heart murmurs and such. As a sideline
you might get in the army.

Pearl Harbor started being bombed on 8am on December 7, 1941. In several minutes

several battleships were already sunk. At the end a total loss of 2400 soldiers.



What did your parents think of you joining the navy?
My mother and father weren't happy at all. There were 5 boys and 4 of us in the

navy and 1 in the army. That wouldn't make a mother very happy.

When did you enlist?
July 24, 1943. And we were sunk on July 24, 1945, two years later at 3:15. 3Then
| spent a year afterwards in naval hospitals. First in the Philippines in the jungle
which was where a PBY took me from the China Sea or back then the Philippine
Sea. They took me there to get me well enough to travel back to the states. It
took maybe }wo weeks. We left the Philippines to Guam on a DC-4 hospital

P
planes; stéked up 4 people high. Eventually | ended up in Mare Island San
Francisco,. It took them maybe 2 months to get me well enough to get me back
to my home town. If you're wounded they like to get you back close to where you
grew up. We went by train overnight; it was a great experience to travel across
America. People would be waiting for us at each stop with food and beverages.
We had maybe two major stops like that going across the States. It was a great
experience.
1 A DC-4 plane started production in 1941. It was a four engine airliner designed
for carrying heavy loads and lots of passengers.
» Mare Island Naval Base is the oldest naval base on the west coast. It was founded in
1853 and closed down in April 1996. During World War Two it built 391 ships and
repaired 1,227.
s Every event after this out of context. The rest of the response is what happened after

Frank was taken off the Underhifl.
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Where was your boot camp? What was it like?

Bainbridge, Maryland. | don't think its still there. | mean when you had the draft
come you had to have a lot of places to train people. So they made a bunch of
short-term camps. You just got booted into camp. You didn't know what you were
supposed to do. But it was very physical. You go from school kid to soldier,

sailor, marine, or whatever. It's not a love-in it's strictly down to business.

Were you at the christening ceremony of the USS Underhill?

Instead of going to the christening we were with the Boston fire department
learning how to put a fire out on a ship. We then went on a shakedown,, which is
basically a testing run where you take a lot of the shipyard workers along in case
something goes wrong. If something goes wrong you go and fix it. If anything
goes wrong you go back to shipyard and they fix it.

1Naval terminology definition of a shakedown= Cruise of newly-commissioned ship to

test machinery and equipment and train crew as a working unit.

What were your first thoughts when you saw the Underhill?
Well again right out of school: it was exciting. | mean it wasn't a giant of a ship,
but it was surrounded by some cruiser. It was kind of exciting. | figured join the

navy and see the world.



What was it like in “Torpedo Alley”?

Continuous training, we were a submarine hunter. Gunnery practice, navy planes
would tow sleeves behind them and we would shoot at it. Sometimes you would
hear from the pilots say, "The sleeve not my airplane.” And if you shot a sleeve
down you had to go retrieve it. You could see the sleeve was surrounded by

giant sharks. Strictly a training, to see who was going to get sea sick.

How many depth charges did you drop in the Caribbean?

A destroyer and destroyer escort could probably count the whales that come up.
The whales give you the same readout as a submarine would. It was off and on.
It was a lot of convoy duty. If you were going along and you hear a contact you
go and drop the depth charges. It may be a poor whale coming belly up

somewhere.

In the English Channel you hit a supposed submarine. What was it like?

| knew at the time we had damaged the sonar soundhead that was underneath
the ship. Which is about the size of wing tank on a small airplane. That was
gone, so we had hit something. Prior to going to the English Channel we had to
go to the Azores;, which was a neutral country. And they wouldn't let us come in
there; they said that we couldn't come in there for four hours because they were
refueling a German sub. They didn't want us right there to sink that sub, they

weren't going to set that German sub up.
; The Azores remained neutral territory until 1943. Then Britain and the US got fo use

certain parts for bases.



What was the Mediterranean like?

Fortunately we didn't have any planes attacking us. We went to Bizerte, Africa,.
The Germans had just abandoned it and they had left ships in the harbor, to sink
us, a pilot came aboard, which is a native who leads you though some rough
spots. | just remember that pilot steering us towards land and our captain sort of
questioned it, so the pilot handed it over. A few minutes later our propellers we
blown off, we walked right into a ship. Which put us down for near a month; back
to Algiers to a navy dock. And by the way this was probably the only ship in the
navy that was painted in five different continents. So any place our skipper could
get us a bottle of water he put us to work painting the bottom of the ship.

1 Bizerte was the final battle in Tunsinia. On May 7 the American Infantry rolled into

Bizerte. Six days later all of Africa fell fo the allies.

What were your first thoughts when you heard you were going to the
Pacific theatre?

It came kind of sudden. To go there we went through the Panama Canal,, which
was an experience. And then we went out straight from there. My thoughts were
that we were never going to come back from there because of the immensity of
the pacific. It just keeps on going. After doing the Atlantic which was a puddle
compared to the pacific. You're young and you see the states going away behind
you it doesn't make you happy.

1 The US used the Canal a lot during World War Two to send much needed ships over to

help the pacific fleet.



What was searching for the downed PBY like after everyone eise

had given up?

Well, we were on our way to New Guinea; the regular search party had given up.
But they knew we were going through the area, so they asked us to search that
for a while. I'm going to remember that day forever. It was pouring rain with pretty
rough seas. We searched for maybe four hours, zigzagging through the area.
Then we were leaving the search, and the sun was out bright then, and one of
the lookouts shouted, ‘DEBRIS!” When the skipper got notified, we did a big U-
turn. And here are three guys in life preservers up to their chin in water. They
were lucky they were tied together. They would have probably survived for 2-3
more hours. Those kind of life jackets only last 72 hours and they were out there
for 3 days. There was probably a crew of ten, and a couple got killed in the crash.
And some others drifted away during the night, since they weren’t tied on. I've

since have met this group for the past couple years.



What did you do on your downtime in the harbors?

The navy would operate out of big harbors. Half the navy was there. It wasn't
unlikely that you could meet your own brother. In fact, one time | met a cousin |
hadn't seen for a long time. You visit other ships, and then we would have some
beer parties. They would take you ashore with baseballs, bats and a little beer.
We had good lot of fun in the day. | met someone from my own town one time.
We were traveling back to the ship and | was looking very hungry at a guy
carving out a coconut. He turned around and | said, 'gee your Jack Riley,' he said
yeah, and it turns out we were from the same town. So it wasn't all fighting we

had some fun.

What were the storms like on a ship as small as the Underhill?

Yeah as a young guy it was a lot of fun, you bounce up and down like a cork. We
used to have a pendulum, anything over 45 degrees you were going over. We
had sometimes when we were getting to that mark, in the Atlantic. All the while
during the storm we would be watching the pendulum hit the 45 and then go

back. It was a lot of fun as a young guy.



Did you think anything would happen to your ship on your last convoy?
We were heading home soon. We knew the war was almost over. We might have
been a little relaxed because it was close to the end. If the alarm sounds you
automatically get your life jacket and go report to your station. Which mine was
on the forward half of the ship. We got into this activity we just thought it was just
midget submarines and a couple big ones. The person who was in charge of us
said, ‘Lets go up one by one and see what's going on.” One of my closest friends
who | joined the navy with, just went up and came down. He said 'hurry up | can
see one of them.' Soon as | took a step to go where he was, we were hit; and |
woke up three hours later. Being the only one from the front, | still believe the one
we rammed was the big submarine,, because we raised up and then smashed
down again and you were on your knees. | knew we were rammed. Then | woke
up three hours later on a stretcher wondering where | was.

1 The Underhill was hit by a Kaiten which is a suicide submarine, manned by either 1 or 2
crewmembers. llt is about 35 feet long and has the equivalent of two torpedoes worth of
dynamite. When the Underhill was hit and was blown in half. 112 crewmembers were
lost with only one survivor in the front half of the ship, Frank Dougherty. During the
rescue operations PC 804 was the first to the ship, but then they got a sub contact. The
skipper of the 804 asked the highest ranking officer on the Underhill what he should do.
Before the officer could respond the surviving men yelled, “Go get that son-of-a-bitch.”
The Underhill was the last small fighting ship lost in World War Two.

2 There have been several accounts where it was written that the Underhill rammed a

Kaiten and not an 1-52 class submarine.
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€1S survived, but the Fleet suffered severe casualties more

foe in the Pacific. These

by monstrous storms. On December LZ;

1914, off the Philippines, twenty-eight ships were damaged and
three destroyers, Spence, Monaghan, and Hull, foundered. There
was a total of fewer than 100 survivors from the three ships.
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Describe the day your ship was blown up. Was it a casual day for you?
It was a normal day, 4 hours on 8 hours off. It was a normal procedure. In fact we
were airing our bedding. We were kind of goofing off; it was near the end of the

war. And then this happened on a nice calm sunny day.

What were the Navy hospitals like?

They were great. | would have still been there, if they hadn't kicked me out. Like
in Philadelphia, we were having a ball, we were like celebrities. We would go out
in the city at nighttime. And then 3 in the morning was breakfast. Those navy
nurses sure took a lot from us. And then a year later those nurses laid the law
down. They said, ‘We aren't going to be here the rest of our lives waiting on you
guys.’ Eventually we had to leave anyway. And that’s the last group | haven't

found, I'm still searching for on the internet for them.

Do you feel proud that your ship never lost another ship it was escorting?

1 don't give it any thought, some ships got hit.

What are your final impressions on the war?

Served its purpose. It's easy to downplay this country. Some people were
fortunate enough just to get to this country. And they aren't doing anything to
create this atmosphere which | don't agree with. We are 3,000 miles away at war
against tyranny, and as long as we keep doing that we will always stay the

greatest country in the world.






UNITED STATES

DESTROYER

LOSSES

IN THE

PACIFIC (19}
*




. NAME

i AARON WaRD
9 ABNER READ
i, BARTON
;' BENHAM
b BLuE
5. BROWNSON
Busm
3, CALLAGHAN
), CHEVALIER
i, CoLHOUN
, CoopPER
0 CUSHING
9 DEHAVEN
M. DrEXLER
. DUNCAN
. EpsaLL
7. GWIN
8. HALLIGAN
9. HAMMANN
0. HENLEY
1. HoeL
2, HuLr
188, Jarvis
4. JounsTON
5. LAFFEY
b LitTLE
. LoncsrAaw

U. S. DESTROYER

I 085 SFS INTHE P A CITFIT(

*
CAUSE DATE NO. NAME CAUSE
Air Attack 7 dApr. 43 28. Luce Air Attack
Air Attack 1 Nov. 44  29. ManaN Air Attack
Surface Action 13 Nov. 42 30. MANNERT L. Air Attack
Surface Action 15 Nov. 42 ABELE
Surface Action- 22 Aug.’42  31. MErEDITH 1. Air Attack
Air Attack 26 Dec.’43 32, MONAGHAN Typhoon
Air Aitack 6 Apr.’45  33. MonssEN Surface Action
Air Attack 29 July *45  34. Morrison Air Attack
Surface Action 7 Oct.’43  35. O’BRIEN Submarine
Air Attack 6 Apr.’45  86. Peary Air Attack
Submarine 3 Dec.’44  37. PERKINS Collision
Surface Action 13 Nov.’42  88. PILLSBURY Surface Action
Air Attack 1 Feb.’¢43  39. Pope Surface Action
Air Attack 28 May 45  40. PorTER Submarine
Surface Action 12 Oct. 42  41. PresToN Surface Action
Surface Action 1 Mar. *42 42, PRINGLE Air Attack
Surface Action 13 July °43  48. R Air Attack
Mine 26 Mar. ’45  44. Sims Air Attack
Submarine 6 June *42 45, SpEnck Typhoon
Submarine 3 Oct.’43  46. STEWART Captured in
Surface Action 25 Oct. 44 Drydock
Typhoon 18 Dec.’44  47. StrONG Submarine
Air Aitack 9 Aug.’42  48. TUCKER Mine
Surface Action 25 Oct.’44  49. Twiccs Air Attack
Surface Action 13 Nowv. 42 50, WALKE Surface Action
Air Attack 3 May’45  51. W. D. PorTER Air Attack
Shore Batteries 18 May 45  52. WORDEN Grounding

*
U. S. DESTROYER-ESCORT

L OSSES intee PACIFIC

NO. NAME CAUSE DATE

53. EVERSOLE Submarine 29 Oct. *#4

54. OBERRENDER Air Attack 9 May 45

55. SamurL B. Surface Action 25 Oct. 44
RoBERrTS

56. SHELTON Submarine 3 Oct.’d44

(57.) UNDERHILL Submarine 24 July 45

*

DATE

4 May 45
7 Dec. 44
12 Apr. 45

15 Oct. 42
18 Dec. 44
13 Nov. 42
¥ May 45
19 Oct. 42
19 Feb. 42
29 Nov. 43
I Mar. *42
1 Mar. ’42
26 Oct. *42
15 Nov. 42
16 Apr.’45
11 Dec. *44
7 May 42
18 Dec. 44
2 Mar. 42

5 July 43
4 Aug. 42
16 June 45
15 Nov, 42
10 June ’45
12 Jan. 43
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U. S. S. UNDERHILL
DE (682) .

THANKSGIVING DAY DINNER
November 25, 1943
* ok ok ok ok ok ok ok Kk Kk K

Rice Turkey Soup with Crackers
Roast Tom Turkey and Southern Baked Ham

Giblet Gravy f Raisin Sauce
Cranberry Sauce Candied Sweet Potatoes
Mashed Potatoes Buttered Peas
Sage Dressing Ripe Olives

Celery Hearts

Lettuce and Tomato Salad with Russian Dressing

Parker House Rolls Apple Pie
Sweet Mixed Pickles Ice Cream
Assorted Nuts Fruit Cocktail
Assorted Hard Cancﬁ Bread, Butter and Coffee

Chilled Sweet Cider

Cigars Cigarettes

CLINTON D. WORDELL, C. C. S.




U. 8, FLEET HOSPITAL #F11A
Navy #3149
% Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Cslifornia

3 August 1945

Froms The Medical Officer in Command
Taz DOUGHERTY, Frenk dmbrose, 812 é6 68,
Flc, USHR,

Subject: Purple Heart - Award of,

Authority: Commander in Chief, U, 8, Pacific Fleet
letter 25L-45 dated 1 June 1945.

1. In the name of the President of the United States
and by direction of the Secretary of the Navy the FPurple Heart is
awarded by the Medical Officer in Command of U, S, Fleet Hosrital
No, 11/ tosz

-y U

FRANK AWBROSE DOQUGHERTY
FIRENAN FIRST CLASS
UNITED STATES NAVAL RESERVE

For wounds received in action againsgt
an eneny of the United States off the
Formosae coast on 24 July 1945,
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20350-1000

The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting the
NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION to

USS UNDERHILL (DE &82)

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

For exceptionally meritorious service as Lead Ship in.a convoy
from Okinawa to the Philippines on 24 July 1945. As the senior ship
assigned to escort seven Tank Landing Ships and a Merchant Vessel
carrying the battle-weary soldiers of the 96™ Division, UNDERHILL
performed her duties in an outstanding and heroic manner. Detecting
an unidentified object in the waters ahead of the convoy, she
redirected the convoy to avoid the peril. As she proceeded to
attempt to sink the object without success, her sonar detected
further contacts and together with assigned submarine chasers began
prosecuting several contacts. Successfully identifying and depth-
charging the first of +the kaitens, Japanese midget suicide
submarines, she proceeded to ram the next two in order to protect
the convoy. The subsequent ramming caused two violent explosions
that severed the vessel in half, sinking her and killing 113% of her
men. With the enemy threat eliminated, the convoy continued safely
on to the Philippines as planned. By their truly distinctive
performance, self-sacrifice, and loyal devotion to duty, the
officers and enlisted personnel of the USS UNDERHILL (DE 682)
reflected .great credit upon themselves and upheld the highest
traditions of the United States Naval Service.

Ridherd E@%m

Secretary of the Navy



